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f HE win'd ‘ pnlliuV tnenns in Kniihkii^ 

* >1 spvotiC,’ aitd the dyiiiiKty with which wc 
Hi*e claiuiH ti> U* NO cHllcd, hf*' 

eiiiNt' th*; progeititoVf who U sitiii to luivi}'. 
lifvii the son of the .I^oAo/i^hrA/K hero AsvtiUh:iiii:iii 
i>) » oeieNtUl nymph^'WAR-• laid on ti Utter ot 
KpmutN -viitn -after •Im* ..WOK, burn. This in, the 
dei'iv.’ition fimuelied by two iiiNuriptioios whei-e ^ 
tlio tiMtiie, iiisTend of being applieil to the tribe, 
is gireti to the hi'Htkiiig. In tlie i/u^nh/mraUi, 
itN well iiR in the Fumnas, the name ia applinl to 
the triiie mimI not tonii indivnlual. 

The Anditra king (iotaoiiinitra claims to have 
ilefeatetl, aliout A. U. 13U, the Pahluv'iiN along 
with the IStkas and Yavenne. In the •Jiinflgiidh 
insuription of the Kuhatrapu king Kmh*ailaDiaii» 
belonging to about A. D. l.'iO, mention in matle 
of a Pahlax’a minister of his named Snviimkha. 
The form Pithlava, which oCcurH in the earlicHt 
records, does not support the fanciful etymology 
alMjve referred to, but connects the tribe with 
the Persians. And Professor Weber wasof opi¬ 
nion that the Ai-sacidan Parthians mmit be meant 
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by the m pMlIavn. It «eems, tberefor«, pretty 
^ertxiit thAt the pAiUv'aA were of foreign origin. 
The evidence derivahle from arcbitectuml monii' 
menu pointeto the AHuie conclusion. Sponking 
of the rtUhas ut the Seven Pagodes, Fergussou 
remarks : “ Tlie people, whoever they were, 

who cai'vmI them soem suddenly to have settled 
-on a s|M>t where no temples existed befoi'o and 
to hAVA set to work at once and at the ssme time 
to fashion the detached boulders tliey found in 
the shrine into nine or ten I'utkt or miniature 
templPH.” 

Thus the PAllavas probably came from Persia 
and gradually fought their way acroea India and 
finally settleil iti Oonjeevernm. Mr. Vincent 
Smith thinks that their movement from the Wei<t 
muat liave oi'cupied a considerable time, and re¬ 
marks that it may be aasiimed to have ended be¬ 
fore A. D. IIM). To iny mind, there are difficul¬ 
ties in accepting this date fm their settlement 
at Conjeeveram. But it was, |terlups their defeat 
at the hands of tire Andhra king OotnmiputiTi, 
that compelled them to seek theirfortunee farther 
Mu^h and beyond the Andhra dominioDa, Lingu¬ 
istic onnaiderations, derivable from . the earlieet 
known Pallava reooi'ds, have led Professor 
Hultaech to conclude that they could not be far 
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vemoved in point of time from the Andbnt period. 
Mr. Smith ob^rvee t)tat the 3rt1 ventury A. I), is 
** one of the dni k f^pecee in tiie speotruni of 
Indinn buitory, end nlmost every event of that 
time is conceeled fivnn view by an impcnetothle 
veil of oblivion. Yngne Kpeoulntionf uticbe«'ked 
by the ReUitei'y UmitHtionH of verifie<l feet., is, nt 
the best, unpioBteble : end so v.‘e must lie con- 
tenctoletthe Andht^ut pees ewev in the dxrk- 
net«.'’ It is reHMonxble to suppose Lhiittbe PmIIh* 
VMS took the pl'ice of the Andhre.^ sfler the letter 
ceeeed to be therulint' ])ower. Accordingly, until 
more Mttisfectory eviilenre is forthcoming to fix 
definitely the deteof the Pellave migretion u> tlie 
south, it niey he Hseumed tliet they had hecume 
estflblished in Conjeeverein ebout the end of the 
3id century A. IJ. 

The existence of the dynasty, ae well as its 
history, have been uneerthed meinly through the 
efforts of epigrephists. The fernily was entirely 
forgotten, end only a fow treoes of ite existence 
could be found in South Indian literetare. This 
is partly due to the fact that the bulk of the 
existing Utersture came into eimtence after the 
Fallavas fasd ceased to be the domioaiit power 
in the south. But Mr. Vincent Smith remarks : 
** The Fellava power was superimposed upon the 
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Hiicien^ teiTitoriitl xtnt^x, miK'hin the same way 
tk>i tho MAhratta power wah in later timea, arwf 
preatiojably waa confined oniitianly to the levying 
of tribute and blackniail. Thia view of the 
nature of Pnllava government explains the facts 
that iU existence was forgotten, and that tradi¬ 
tion never waaigned normal recogniaacl limita to- 
the Palhiva dominiouK aa it did to the Chola, 
Pandya and Chera." 

The earliest known recor<lM of the PallavaK aru 
three Prakrit copper-plate charters, one of which 
haa been found in the Kistnn District, while the 
finding place of the other two is not known. 
Two of them present to \\n a king named 8ivas> 
kandavarman, presumably the son of a king named' 
Bappa- Mr. Vincent Smith is of opinion that 
the former reigned in the middle of tlie 2ntl 
century A. D., though reasonable doubts may be- 
entertained as to the correctness, of thia view. 
In one of the charters Sivaskandavaitnan Hgure.H 
afl the heir-apparent (ifuvantaharftja) and as the 
reigning king in another. These two charteiw- 
give us a glimpee into the ancieitt biatory 
of Southern fndU, which it is worth our while to 
examine for a moment. In the first place, Sivas- 
kandavarman probably belonged to a period conat- 
derahly later than the occupation of Southern- 
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India by the PallavaK, whenever that might have • 
been. The king is said to t>elong to the Bhsrsd* 
vaja yolra. The earlier gixiit was issued from 
Oopjeevei'Hin, while the order contained in it was 
>iddrei«ed to the provincial g'tvemor at Dhana* 
kada, tji., Amrarati in the modem (luntur l^s> 
tiict, and the village granted was xitimted in the 
Andhra country (Andhrapathn). It thiiK appears 
that the Pallava doniinionH included at the time 
not only the Tundaimandalam in which their 
capital Conjeeveram was situated, hut also the 
Telugu country a* far north hn the river 
Krishna. Tn the later charter, Hivaakaudavar* 
man U said to have performed the aytuahiomuy 
mjapet/a stid mmmedha sacriSces. The Ust could 
have been iinderhiken only after conquering all 
hie neighbours. That his dominions must have 
been extensive is clear from tlie erant which is 
addressed to “ Imxls of provinces, royal princes, 
generals, rulers of districta, cuatom-liouKe officers, 
prefecta of countries," and othwa. The king’s 
father had granted many crores of gold and one 
hundred tliouaand ox-ploughs. The land giented 
by Sivaskandavarman was to be '* free from 

taxes.from the taking of avreet and sour 

milk, from troubles about salt and sugar, from 
forced labour, from the taxing of oxen In succee- 



ston, from the taking of grass and wood, fi*om the 
taking of vegetables and flowers.” It thus appears 
that, unlaw specially exempted by the king, the 
villagers were liable to all these taxee and imposts. 
TI«h earlier grant threatens with corporal punish* 
meat those who tniosgress the tarm of the royal 
onler. 

*' The tliiixl Prakrit charter is later than the 
other two and menttona three genai-ationa of 
Pallava kings, viz., Vijsya-Skandai'arman ; his 
aoti the Yuvaniaharaja Vijay*a-Buddhavarman end 
his non Btidhyankiim. Tlieae three Prakrit graiito 
prove that there was a time, even in Southern 
India, whsn the court languago waa Prakrit. 

Vishnugopn, of Kanchi,mentioned in the Allaha¬ 
bad pillar of Samudi-egupte, was prahably later 
than the fori^oing. There ia not much doubt 
that Vishnngopn was a Pallava, and as the Allaha¬ 
bad pillar has been assigned to the middle of the 
4th century, it ia evident tliat the FalUvaa bad 
by that time become firmly settled in Conjee- 
veram. 

The Sanskrit charters of the d)'na 8 t 3 * later, 
and three of them furniah the genealogy for five 
geneartioms, vix., Skaodavarman ; hie son Viravar- 
man ; bis son Skandavarman II ; hia son the 
Yuvaraja Vishnugopa; and hU son Simhavarman II. 
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The other two charters, which are later, furnish 
difterent pedigrees. The foiiuer are dated from 
pHMinapunt, Palakkada and Menmatura. The 
grants belonging to this aeiies have been found 
mostly in tlie modern Nellore and Guntur die* 
tricts. A Mingle one has been diNcovei'ed at 
Udayendimm in the Qudiyatain taluka of the 
North Arcot district. But Professor Kielborn^ 
who has re*edited the text, has called in question 
ita genuineness. The fact that the earlier inscrip¬ 
tions of this series are not dated from Conjeeveram 
raises a presumption that that city was not the 
Pallava capital for some time dunng the interval. 
If this pi’esiimption is established by future dis¬ 
coveries, it may be concluded that the Pallavas were 
driven out from Conjeeveram byone of the indige¬ 
nous tribes of the Tamil country—say the Oholss— 
and had to retire noi'thwards for a time. The 
kings of this aeries ai-e generally described as fer¬ 
vent Bhagavat^ meditating on the feet of Bhaga- 
vat (Vishnu) and as being devoted to the fet*t of 
tbeii fathers. They belonged to the Bharadvaja 
gotra and were the rightful McjtaragM of the 
Pallavos, who were the abodes of the fortunea of 
other kings overcome by their own valour and 
who, according to role, had performed many horae- 
mcrifices. Several kinga tA the series bore names 
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<!onne(^t«d with Vishnu, Huch am VishntigopA and 
KuraamviKhnu. P«erhapM, it was a time when the 
VMiKhnavH cneed wah in the ascendant. Future I'O' 
cteai'viieK niMj prove that ••onie of the Vaishnava 
AlvHVrt flouriishod during the period. Vnishnava 
tr.idition has it that Tiruiiialuai-Alvar, one of 
tiiu eai'ly aaiute, was ill-treated hy the conteiupo- 
rary Pallava king, wlm hail subaequently to 
repentof hiscoiiduok. The boast of these Pallava 
kings to have performed liorae-sMcrifioea raav pi-Ove 
to have Iteen Ixirrowed front Sivaskandavarman of 
the Prakrit chai'tttrH, who must have actually 
undertaken the task. Jf my surmise provecon-ect, 
the Pivllavas must have i-egained Coiijeevei'am 
towards the r.]o.se of the period with which we are 
now dealing. The time when the kings who issued 
the Sanskrit charters flourished is not known. 
But, roughly M^teaking, they may t*e assigned to. 
the 5th and flthcentuHtw A. D. The chief vharac- 
tetistio of Pallava history so far is titat it has to 
be made out solely fi'ora copper-plate grants. No 
stone monuments of the period have been hitherto 
unearthed. Perhaps, the temples which did exist 
were of wood or some other periahAble material. 
Mr. PergusHon says The ctinctusiou Neems inevit* 
able that all the buildings anterior to the year 
A. D. 700 or thereabouts were erected in wood 
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or with Kome periHhAhlu iOHt«nu)s, AnH have 
periabed either from fire or from cr«k«i which, 
io that climatt*, ko hdoo oblitemte any hut the 
most subatantirtl erectiouH coiixtrucf-ed with the 
most substantial materinla.” 

The Pnlhvva dominions prolialdy coinpriwid at 
the time the modeni districta of NeIU»re, Ountnr, 
Kistna, Godavari, Kurnool nnd, perhaps, alM> 
Anantapur, Ciiddapah and Hellai'y. The Kailam* 
has of Bimavasi, who were orijpnally Brahmanas, 
threatened to defy tiie PhIUvus. The founder of 
the Kadandia family was MayuiasHrmaii. He 
went to the Pallava capital in order to study the 
Micred lore. There he had a fiercre tjuanel with 
a Pallava hoiseman. What the cause of the 
4 |uari*el was and how it ended we are not told. 
Like bis mtich-abused compeer of the20thcentury^ 
MayurHsarinaii reflected ; “ Alas ! that in this 
Kali age, the Brahioausa should he so much feebler 
tbsii the Kshatriyas! For if to one, who haa 
duly served his preceptor's , family and eerneatly 
studied bis branch of the Veda, the perfection in 
holiness depends on a king, what can there be 
more painful than this!” Msyui-aaarman did 
not atop with mere reflection. He proceed^ to 
4:ake some action too. “With the head dexter- 
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OtiM in gi'HHpiug the kum gnifiM, the fuel, the- 
KtoiieH, iftiile, the melted butter and the oblation 
veawl, he usHheathed a flatiiing eword, enger ta 
conquer the earth.** Uavitig oveivome the 
frontier giini'ds of the PalkvMM, Meyiii'amnuHii 
occupied the iuaccefwible format Ktretchiiig to the 
gatee of SriparraUi, and levitwl taxw* from the 
circle of kingH headed by the gi-mt iUna. The 
Pallava king wet Khrevrd enough to n'cogiiize the 
Brahmana’s btavery, and took him intohixaervice. 
Meyui-MKarmati waa rawanlml witli territory 
bordereil by the waters of the wexterii .sm. Thus a 
powerful enemy was gained over and trewted hm a 
tiMefuI ally. The Bmhmana warrto>'’a KUccexHont do- 
not, however, appear to hare been amenable bo 
friendly treatineot. One of them nanieil Mrige- 
aax’erman boaeta of having been the fira of deS' 
tnirtion to tlm Pallavaa, and another called Ravi* 
varman ia mid to have conquered Knxhnavnrman 
and other kings and overturned Chandadanda, 
lord of Kanchi. Mr. RicementionxaNanakkaea' 
Paltevaraja aa overcoming the Kadaraba king 
Krialinavarman and aaetgna him to the middle of 
the 5th century A.D. Diecusaing the date of 
the Kadainbaa, Dr. Fleet concludes: “All that 
can be aafely said is that the Kadambas are to be- 
referred approximately to the 6th century, A.l>.” 
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Latei* KftKtern Clmlukya tnidition to i* 

battle between the Pallava king Triloclmua 
and the Chalukya Vijayaditya, who clHiuiii to have 
come from Ayodhya in the north. The latter 
was victorious, but lust his life. The battle pro* 
bnbly took place sumewheiv in the Ciuhlapah 
district, 118 the village of Miidivemu, where the 
queen of the victor took refuge after the battle^ 
has been identified by Mr. Rainayya Patitiilu with 
Peddauiudiyam in the Ouddapah district. The 
event may be place<l roughly in the 5th century 
A.l>. Though this story is found only in reitjrde- 
of the 10th century and is not cotroborated 
by earlier inscriptions, it is evidently based on the 
belief current in the lOtb century, that the 
Fallava dominions extended in tlinne early times • 
to the modern Ceded Districts. 

FraDi the reference in connection with the- 
Kadambn Mayuraaarman to the great Bkna, it may 
be presumed that the latter was a Pallava feuda¬ 
tory and that his domintona lay somewhere in the 
Ceded Districts. We are not now concerned with 
the later history of the BAows, who claim to be 
dencended from the demon Mahabali. It is 
enough here to remiwk that a BAniy king figures- 
m a feudatory of the Pidlava king Nwidippo- 
ttarasar—apparently the last of the family, about- 
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-whom moi-e will bo Kiiid in the sequel. The 
BinAM seem to have played h very impoi-tant 
pATt during the peiiod aulw*e*iuent to the decline of 
the PrtlUvag. Accmdingly, ho far as it is known 
At ptveent, the only formidable opponents of 
PaUava expHiisiuii in the north during the period 
were the KadtinihsH. In the kouUi, the CholsSy 
Pandyas and Kei-AlaK—or any one of them who 
heppuned to be dominant in tJie Tamil country— 
-must have off«i-ed ver‘y Korions obstaciee. But* 
at pt*eMnt, we have no records tCKtifying to the 
struggle. 

We now enter into a period of Pallava history 
for which the recoidn are more numei-ous. The 
facta available for thin period are definite and the 
chitmology ia not altogutlier a field of conjecture 
and doubt. The MrlieHt atone niunuments of 
Southern India belong to thia perio<l. In fact, tlie 
foimdatioiiK of Dravidian ai-chttectnre were laid by 
the earlier kingH of thia serieM. The PallavHS 
now enter into a life-and •death struggle against 
'the Chalukyag of iiadatni in the Bombay Pi-eei* 
denry, which |Mrt1y accounts for the expansion of 
the former in the Tamil country. The hostility 
between the two tribeK became eo intenhe, 
that each looked upon the other ha its natural 
■enemy. The history of this period consists mainly 
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of the events of the war with the Chalnkyu'* 
whieh Irtsted almost a century mjmI which 
to have been the ultimata cawKa of tho decline and 
downfall of Iwth the PalUvHK and Ohalnkyaa 
about the middle of the 8th centmy. The 
i-elatiotiwhip whieh the PalUvn king^ of thU 
Horiea Ixu'e to the fsHrlier oiihh ia nowhoi-e ex¬ 
plained, though throe of the Utter nrc nientiuned 
among the anceators of the former in ii Pallava 
<*oppev-pUte charier uf the 8th century A. 1). 
The earliest king of this seritw ia Simhaviahnu, 
who cluima to Uavn vantpiiaheil tlie Malnya, 
Kalabhi-a, MaUvn, ChoU and Pandya king^ the 
SimhaU king prond of tho strength of hU iinna, 
and the Keralas. His son and successor was 
MahendiavHiman I. The war agniiiKt the Chalu- 
kyaa apparently began during tins i-eign. The 
cMuaea which brought it about aiw nowhere 
stated. Pulikesin 1!., of Badami, who was 
Mahendravarman’s contemisnary, ascended the- 
throne in A. D. 609 or 610 and soon overcame 
the great Harehavardhaim of Kanauj—the hero- 
of Bina'a JIarthach<triUi. fn the oourae of his 
rfipryaya, Pulikesin 11. turned his arms against 
the south. Piehtapuran, the modem Pitlmpunun 
in the Godavari diatrint, was ftrwt reduced. 
Pulikeain then caused the splendour of the lord' 



of the PHlIevH;;, who had opposed the nM of hiK 
power, to be oliecui-ed by the dunt of his ai-my 
end to vantKh Whiud the whIIn of Kanchipuni. 
This defeet heemn to W Mckfiowledged by 
M^heiidrevetiimn, who chtimK to have defeated 
hie rhief eneniiee at PnllMliU'M. PuUalura ia 
evidently the same aa Piillahir, wliich ia not far 
from rotijeevei'Miii, and which, mk yon all know, 
was the eoeno of two iMttlea }>etween Haidai'Ali 
and the English. The PallHvaK were di-iven out 
■of their pomeMannK in the noilh, and theircapitel 
Conjeevaram ninsb m1m> have been threatened. 
'The h'mtile army evidently advancitd aa far hn 
P uUaliir, where K decteive battle was fought end 
the enemy was driven Imck. The ChaliikyaH 
permanently oorupied the nortliei'n part of the 
Pailava doininiona, and Viehnu\ardhanH, yonnger 
brotherof Pulikeain U., who wna |)rolmWy sent 
out originally aa the viceroy of the newly-acqnired 
dominions, eventually established hitnaelf at Vengi 
and stai-ted the Eastern Chalukya dynasty some* 
time before A. ]), 632. It ia just possible that 
this defeat and loss of dominion in the north led 
them to extend their territory in the souths At 
any rate, no Pailava monuments—either documen¬ 
tary or architectural—have been fonndso far prior 
to the 7^ century A. D. in the Tamil country. 


The s4iii of MahendntvHruinu I. wiw NamsinihM- 
vai-maii I., who retrieved the foilunee of the 
fMinify by repeatedly defeating the Choltut, 
Kei-HlAM, Kalaohrati and Pand^'as. He alxu claims 
to have written tlie word ** victory '* aa on a plate 
on PulikeHiitHback which was caused to be viKible, 
{i. e., which WKK turned in flight after defeat) at 
sevAial liattlea. Narasihavarman oairirtl the 
warinto Chaltikya territory and actually captiiix^d 
Vatapi, their capitnl. This claim of bis is estab¬ 
lished by an iiiHcription found atBadamiin theBom- 
>my PreHidency^the modem naineof Va-api —from 
which it appnMv that Nanurioihavarman bore the 
title MaliHtiialla. In later times, too, this Pallava 
king WKa known ax Vatapi-konda Narasingnppo- 
ttaraiyan. Dr. Fleet aiwigns the capture of the 
Chaliikya i-apital to about A.D. fl42. The war of 
^arasimhavarnian with Pulikesin II. is men¬ 
tioned in the Singhalese chronicle AfuAavatnsa. 
It is also hinted in the Tamil P^yapuraTUHH. 
'The well-known xaint Siruttonda, who had hie 
only eon cut up and cooked in order to satisfy 
the appetite of the Ood Siva disguised as a devo¬ 
tee, is said to have reduced to dust the city of 
Vatapi for his royal master, who could be no other 
than the Pallava king Naranenhavamian. The 
great Tirunanasambandar vkited Siruttonda at 
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his uHtive vilUge of Tiiuolu*li«*ngHttonigod», mid 
the jMnara hyuin dwlii-ntod to the Siv-i temple 
of the villsge mentions the liittei-eod thus helpe 
to fix the date of tlie former hs well as of the 
Saive revival of which be wroi the rentral figure. 
1 shall MOnti hare to wiy moit* on this suhjet’t. 

The war with the ChnlulcjaH resulted in the 
abeyance of their power for some time in their 
dominions. The Pullavas prulwbly held the tern* 
tory during the time of Naiasimliavarnmn, Ids sou- 
htHhendi-arurmnn II., and during the early part 
of the reign of ,t)ie latter's son and sucvesMur Paro- 
tnesvaravarinati 1. The Koraiu copper-plate of the 
last king gires a lengthy dcaoripiion uf a fearful; 
battle which was probably fought at a village called- 
PeruvaJanallur. The battle einied in the defeat of 
the Chslukya VikramadityH 1., whose army con* 
aiated uf several lakaka* and wlio took to tlight 
covered only by a rag. The name Peruvalaimllur 
suggests tliatit must have been situated in the 
Tamil country, pjid if this bethe case, the Palla\*aa 
must only have successfully repelled a Cbalukya 
invHsion. But Paramesvaravarman is said in other 
records to have destroyeil the city of Ransrasika 
—^birudaof Vikraoiaditya I. Perhaps, the fui*- 
m«r repulsed a counter'invasion undertaken in 
consequence of his attack on the Chslukya capital,. 



17 


Ou the othfli' hixtul, Viki-])ma<1itv:i I. 
rlAims to krtiVe “ receive*! liy Hiin-ender the town 
of Kunchi after defentin^ the Ion! of tlie Pnlhivue. 
who had be^n the cauae of tiie iMitniliathm amt 
ilestructiun of his family.” If this l>e true, if. may 
refer to the eveuto wliieh pixi^edet! the Uittlr of 
PeruvaUualtui' uteittiunMl above. At any ntte, tlie 
K.ui’mooI Disti'ict, or at leswr. a {vrfion of it, 
which, as I bare airnttily piMiifcnl out, Wloiijced 
orij'inally to the Pall.ivas passw! int»» the hnmla 
of the Chalukyaa. Two copper-piste gnints of 
Vikmmaditya aud two of his son \’iiiMya<litya 
hare been found in that clistricf. A filth Chattikye 
grant, belonging totlte ivign of the forntei',iK eilit* 
ed in the volume of NellomInMcriptioiia, puiilised 
by Msaara. Butterworth und Venugopnul Chetty. 
But, aa the village granted by the charter lisa not 
been identified, it ia not (juita twfe to aperiilate 
altont the influence which the Cbaltikyes of B*ida> 
mi might have exerctaed over the history of the 
Nellore diatrict. ParameavaravarmanV non and 
auooesBor Rajaetmba built the central abrine of the 
Kailaean&tha temple at Conjeeveram, while the 
ahrine cloee to it in the aazne temple owea it* 
existence to Mahendravarm&n III., son of 
Rajasimhn. Parameevaravarman 11.^ another 
aon of Bjijaeiinha, seems to bare built the 

. 2 ' 
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Vaikuntha-PerumHl t*mpl« at Oonieevemni, which 
is caHed PAraniwv^m-Vishnugritha in one of ite 
inicriptiuiiB Hod PHramochchura-Vinnagai-am in 
«ne of the hymns of the Vaiahnavasaint Tiiuman- 
gsi-Alvav. It i* not likely that Paramesvara- 
vavman I. built this temple, because no recmtls of 
hU reign hare been found in it, while the death 

of Parameevaravarman U. i« refeired to in the 

Micient lecorda engraved on a wall of the veran¬ 
dah running round the central shrine. The evente 
«hieh took place after hie death ai-e depicted by 
sculptni cwnuton the walla of the same verandah. 
TheKaaakudicopper-platoa hint that there wae 
some diaputo about the auccewdon after the death 
of Pawmeevaravaiman 11. INandivarman, -Iso 
called Nandivarmau PnlUvamallis a collateral 
oouain of the latter, is said to have been chosen 
by the stibjecte and to have been rnlmg the 
kingdom of Pai-atnesvaravarman. At any rate, 
therein not much doubt that internal dissen¬ 
sions had set in in the Palla.-af.mily. This conclu¬ 
sion is borne eut by the Udayendimm plates of the 
same king. Here we are told that his general 
ITdayachandra killed with his own hand the 
Pallava king Chitramaya, who seems to have 
been allied with the Dramila princes. Though 

railways and telegraphs were unknown,weneed not 
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suppose that the Clialukya of Ba^amiwet'e ignorant 
of the state of HfTaira in the Pallava dominionK. 
Vikiainadityn II.,grttiidaonof Vinayadit^’n,“having 
resolved to uproot cooipletely hia natural enemy, 
the Pallavn, who hud robbed of their aplendour 
the previous kings born from liia i-ace, rrachetl 
with great apeeil the Tundaka'Vishaya (Tondai- 
mandalurDHttacked at the head of a battle and 
put to flight the Pallava called Naiidipobivarinan, 
who had come to meet hini.“ The city of 
Kanchi waa cHptui'ed by the enemy. The pro* 
cedure adopted by Vikrnmaditya after the cap¬ 
ture of the Pallava capital shows that the fre¬ 
quent wars waged in India by ancient kings against 
one Aiiotlier did not much affect either the coun¬ 
try or the peuceful inhahitante. In fact, the 
atrocitice of later Indian warfare were unknown 
in early times. Itisaaid of Vikramaditya that 
tijough he tt>ok Kanchi, he did not deetroy it 
■and that “ having made the twice-bom, tba dis¬ 
tressed and the helpleas rejoice by continual gifte, 
he acquired great meiit by granting heaps of gold 
to the temple of Rajasimhoevara,** the aodeot 
name of the Kailasanatha temple at Conjeeverau). 
Mann lays down the.laws of war thug : 

^ ^ JT snr !T f^Rigw^ 

HTjvwT ^ qNi ?wiir(T*r n VII, 02. 
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“ (L»t no mnn in xinik') one 

wlio bleeps ; nor ono who is witl»ont the cofit of 
until; nor one who w nakrti; ?tor Inie who U <lis- 
nrmod ; not- one wlio in h upectator hnt »iot a ront- 
hatent; nor one who iaenconntennp nnother”. 

*‘ Havittp conquered a country, let him reepect 
the deiti#** adored in it ami the virttious Binhraa- 
nxa; let him also grant immuniyea to the people 
and puhlicly pfoclaim aafety to all 

Megaathenes, who came to India in the 4th 
century V>efo»^l'hrwt, remarkaea followM about the 
Hindu lawH of war: " Kor whereas among other 
nations it ‘“onte^ts <»f war to 

* raxHige the soil, and thus to reduce it to an nncid' 
tivated waate, among the Iiidiaiis «»» the contrary, 
by whom hiuibaiidnten nr« reganled aa a claaa as 
inviolable, the tillers of the soil, even when battle 
ia reging in their neighbourhood, are undisturbed 
hr any aenae of danger; for tlie combatants on 
either aide, in waging the conflict, make carnage 
of each other, but allow those engaged in bus- 
bandrv to remain unmolested. Besides they never 
ravage an enemy’s land. with fire, nor cut down 
iU trees.” These principles observed in ancient 


tiine.s Hn<1 inculmtiM by Mnnu wer« evidently 
not for/»otten in the 7th century A.D. 

Retui-iiinf; to the rapinre of Kanchi by the 
ChalukyH Vikinmaditya II., we find tliat the 
event in rorrobornted by an iiiKcriptioo of the 
kin^ found on ii pillar in the temple of Kaila- 
aiinatha. Tliia defeat of the Pnllavaa by the 
C'liHliikyaa Keenia to have dealt the death-blow 
to the aovereignty of the former. ThiiH the his¬ 
tory of the pHlUvaK emph'^aiaea the oft-repeated 
leeaon of Indian faiatory that, when internal diasen* 
aiona net in in a dynaaty, ita decline and disappear¬ 
ance ia only a qneKtion of time. Powerful kings 
could by their pei-Konal prowess only put ofi* the 
downfall to h iiioru diatant date. Pnllava aacend- 
ancy came to tin end about the middle of the 
8th century, and cnnontily enctigb, their rivals, 
the ChaUikyaa of Btidami, alao ceaxed to be the 
reigning power about the same time. 

Hefoie tracing the later hiatory of the Pal- * 
lavas, it is neceawiry to refer bnefly to the 
monnmenta of Pallava rule in the Tamil 
-c-onntr^'. A few PalUva templee have been 
already mentioned. Architecture in etone began 
in the Tamil country with the -cutting out of 
cavea in the living rock. Eight of them cavm 
have been discoveied so far in the Tamil country. 
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t«z., (1) the rock-cut cevf» at Trichinopoly, (2)- 
the cave at Vallam near Chingleput, (3) the 
cave at Siyaniaogalam in the Wendiwaah taluka 
of the North Arcot dirtrict, (4) the cave at Ma- 
hendravadi near Sholtnghur, (5) the cave at 
Dalavanur in the South Arcot diatrict, (6) the 
cave at Mandagappattam in the same district,. 

(7) the unfinWied cavea at Panchapandavamalai 
near Arcot in the North Arcot district, and 

(8) the cave at Panamalai in the South Arcot 
district. The 6rst five came into exiatence during 
the reign of Mahendravannan I. as teetified to¬ 
by the inscriptions contained in them. Of these 

" five, the one at Mahendravadi is dedicated to 

Vishnu and the other four to Siva. They must 
have come into existence during the first half of 
the 7 Uj century A.D., as their builder Mahendra- 
varman I. flonriahed during that period. Of the- 
remaining three the Mandagappattu cave might 
* also have oome into existence during the same 
period, while the Panamalai one is probably a 
little later. The Panchapandnvamalai cave is, 
perhaps, the last of them all. « 

About the ntthaa at the Seven Pagodas, Mr. 
Fei^usaon says; '* On the whole it aeenia moro 
probable that their date ia somewhat earlier than 
700, but their execution may have been spread 
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over half a century or e.ven more, so that absolute 
precision is impossible in the present state of the 
evidence. Still until some fixwl date or some 
new information is sffoi*de(l, 650 to 700 may, 
probably, be safely relie<l upon aa very nearly that 
at which the granite rock's at Mahavallipur wej-e 
earve<1 into the wondrous forms which still excite 
our admiration there." This then is the 
approximate date of the construction of the r<itha» 
derivable from a study of the sculptures and the 
architecture. Let us see if epigraphical research 
helps us towards a closer approximation. The 
popular name of the Seven Pagodas is Mavali* 
vaiwm, which is believed to connect the town with 
the demon, Mahahali overpowered by the Ood 
Vishnu in his vama^ui-avatara or dwarf incarne. 
tion. Mr. Rice is of opinion that the village 
owat its, existence to the Bftnas mentioned above 
as descendants of the demon Mahabalior Mnhabali 
Ohakravartin. But, in ancient Chola inscriptions 
found at the Seven Pagodas, the name of the place 
is Hamallapuram, which is evidently a corruption 
of Maharoallapuram, meaning * the city or 
town of Mahamalla.* I have already mentioned 
the fact that Mahamalla occura as a aurnameof 
the Pallava king Karasimhavarman I. in a muti¬ 
lated record at Badaoii in the Bombay Preai- 
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■dency. It is thtw not unlikely that Mrth'icofJJa- 
puram or MavalLvaram wtus founded by the 
P&tlava king JJaraaiinhavarnmii, the oontetn- 
poraiy and opponent of the Clmlukya Paltkesin 
11., whose acee»Kioo took place about. A. D. 609- 
Profeaaor Hiiltzach is of opinion that the earlieet 
inwniptionN on the I'atha* ai'e hviidtiM of a king 
named N»u-»ainiha. It may, therefore ,l>e concluded 
that the village was originally called MahamHlla> 

puram or Mamallapui'nin after the Pullava king 
Kai-aaiinhavarman I., and that the earlieat of the 
rathas wei-e cut out by him. The remaining 
ratkeu mtiat aUi have come into existence during 
the period of Psllava rule, but, perhaps, at n some¬ 
what later lUle. ( tther moiiunionU of Pallava rule 
are the large tank at Mahendmvndi built by the 
'E^llava king MaliendravHrinanl.undt.he reservoir 
at Tenner! in the Conjeeverain taluk. The 
original name of the latter wax Tiiaiyan-ori, 
which is mentioned in the Kasakudi plates. 
Other tAnkx must also have existial at the time. 
But theee two ait* the only »iues which can be 
identified with certainty. 

The Pallavas appear to have been Saivas at 
first and accordingly adopted the bull for their 
crest and the club (i'Aatran^) for their banner. 
Some of the kings who issued the Sanskrit char- 
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tei-s were probably adbeiente of the VAif.huKva 
faith as 1 have already lemarketl. Jainism seems 
to have flourished Hlong with theee two creeds 
and, if the Tamil Periyajuu'w^am is to be believed, 
was iu the asoeitilant about the beginning of the 
7th century A. D. Theie was a big njonastery 
at Fatalipurain, the modern Tiruppapuliyur 
nesi* (Juddslore. At MayiUppur, whei'e this 
Hddi*eMS is being read, there were Jainas at the 
time when TiriinatiMMimhamlur visited the place. 
The Pandys king Neduiuamti whs originally a 
Jaina but whs converte*! to the 8aiva creed hy 
TiruDaniiMuilutiidar. Accoiding to the /‘eriya- 
puratium the SHint XiriinHviikkarHSMr or Apf>ar, 
an elder contemporary of TirunatuuutubHiidMr, 
was iii*Kt pf'it^ciitod and KulMequently patmnised 
by a Pallavn king, who is said to have demolished 
tite Jninu monastery at PaUlipumni and built a 
temple tif .Siva OHlIed OunadHravudiuliarsni. As 
the yotiiignr Tirunanasanihandar appears to have 
been a contemporary of the Pallsva king Nara- 
sinihsvarman 1.. the elder Ap(Mr may be taken to 
have speitt most of his life in the reign of 
Narasiroiiavurnnin'R father Malmndravarman 1., 
one 6( whose Kurn-«mea wss Guimbham according 
to the Tridtinopoly cave Sanskrit inscriptions. 
The convereion of Mahendiavarman J. to the 
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Sftiva ci'eecl from a bof^ilo faith aeamn to- 
be implied in the wording of the xame in- 
Rcriptiona. If all this b« tnie, the PalUva 
king Mahendravarman I. miwt have excava¬ 
ted a number of rock-eut cavw and dedicated- 
moat of them to Siva with the proverbial zeal 
of the new convert. Buddhinm liad alao ita own 
votaries, for the Chinese pilgrim Hinen Tamig, 
who visited Kannhi about A. D. 640, speakaihua 
of the religions of Ihavida, i.e., the Pallava 
country : ** There are Noroe huiiilre*l9 of tauffhara- 
man and 10,000 priests. They all ntudy the teach¬ 
ing of the Stlravira School belonging to the 
Great Vehicle. There are aoine eighty Deva 
temples and many heretics called Nirgranthaa." 

As regards literature, it may he supposed that 
the hymns ofTirunavukkaraaar and Tirunanasam- 
bandar and the oompositiona of the early Vnishnava 
Alvais were known ; also the Tamil classics, such 
as the PftUppnUn, Pwranan^tru, Manimnyalai^ and 
SUappatUguram, The Tamil htral of TinrvalUumr 
roust hava been aVork of recognised merit at 
the time. Kanchipiira waa probably the seat 
of Sanskrit learning, though the Bralimanas living 
in various parts of the Tamil country roust also have 
zealously cultivated it They must have been 
quite familiar with the poems of Kalidasa and 
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Bharavi. Some of tliem at leaat must have gone- 
through Kiiiuarila'x worka. We may even Hup* 
pose that the BrVuiUamhitn of Varahiimihira Wiis- 
oftener conAulte<l than it is now. As regards the 
epics, it is intei'esting to note that pi'ovi.sion i» 
made in the Kuram copper*plate grant of Para- 
meavamvarman I. for the recitation of the .1/aAa- 
hharata in a mandapa atthe village of Kurani near 
Conjeeveraro. It is not likely that a Tamil trans¬ 
lation of the epic existed ali’eady at the time. It 
may, therefore, be supponed that the Sanskrit 
original had to be read out and explained. The- 
ratka* and sculptures at the Seven Pagodas imply 
an intimate knowledge of Puranic lore. The great 
apostle of Advaita philosophy was, apparently, not 
yet born. As regards the other Dravidian langua- 
gee,theirexistingliteraturhs do not extend into the- 
period of Pallava supremacy. About the country 
and the people we have the evidence of a contem¬ 
porary. This ia what the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen 
Taang has to say ; ** The soil is fertile and regu¬ 
larly cultivated, and produces abundance of grain. 
There are al.so many flowers and fruits. It pro¬ 
duces precious gein.s and other articleM. The cli¬ 
mate is hot. The character of the people is coura¬ 
geous. They are deeply attached to the principles- 
of honesty and truth and highly esteem luam- 
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tng. In fOKpAct of I'heii* iHiiguage and written 
cliar.icter, they differ but little from tbe people of 
Mid'fudia." AedoiretKitiif^ of the people aboat 
whom the pilgrim KpmlcK, we have every I'eASon 
to be pioud of the testiraouy whiuh he heare to 
their lioneMty and truthfiilnesK. 

A hnef survey of the other southern kingdoms 
Hiid iheirliialory during the period of PullKva 
eupivniHoy niay not be altogether out of place hei'O. 
The Uhri'H, Ohola and Pandyn kingdoms of the 
south are mentioned already in the edicts of the 
Maurya emperor Asoka, as you all know. Of their 
siih»«(jneiit history, almost nothing is known from 
epigraphical roi;orils, until we get to the period of 
Pallavii nile. J ii the inscriptions of the Andhra king 
potamipitti-a Satakarni, wliolKwstsoiextensive’con* 
■quests, the southern kiiigdoina are conspicuous by 
theiromuenon. Hut when we gut to the 7th reu- 
tdry, all the three figure among the tribes oon- 
•quertd by tbe Pallavas as well ua hy their oppo¬ 
nents, the Chalukyas of Badaint. There was a 
-small Chola principality to the north of Dravida, 
souiowhftro in the Guddapah and Ktirnool districts. 
The Sanskrit iuMuiptions in the THchioopoly 
cave show tliat the Oholas of the south 
must have been potrerfni and were treated with 
xMipect by tbe Pallava king Gonabhara aliae 



2ft 


Mtihendi'AVHi'mAi) T, who niiixt have rfigued' 
dming th« half of th«> M'VBiith 

Though the uxbeot of Chola ten-ituvy nt thU 
time is nut knovruj thei-o is reervon to aop^iufMi 
that it iuusr. have bvan v^i-y amnll.. The cnpita) 
was appjrently Umiyiti- near Tiichinopoly. Kioiu 
the Tamil Pvritfapttranam we know it was a 
Chola pt-inceas thst mai'n'M the Pniirlya king 
Nedumnran nlrmfly montioneil ax having been 
converred to the Saivn faith by TirunMnaxaio* 
bandar. The Faiidy&a appear to have been inde* 
pendent, and ha<l, perhaps, t«> fight often against 
the intruding PalUvns. After driving the Pallavas 
to vsnish behind tlie whIIk of Kanchipura,'* 
the Cli.'tlukya Pnlikeain TI is aaid to have crosaed 
the river Kaveri to invade tlie Chola country. 

There ", we are told, *' ha catiSHl great pro.'<per- 
ity to the Cholas, Keralaa and Pandyna, he being 
the liotr<raye<i sun to the hnar-frcwt—the army of 
the Ptalla^'ss.’* This statement implies that be 
helped the former against the latter. Perhapa, 
the three wore allied together against the Pallava. 
Though almoet nothing is known of the history 
of the Cheras during this period,it is not unlikely 
that they combined with the Cholas and Pandyas 
frequently against the aggreNaive Pallava as they 
seem to have done during the reign of Pulikesin II. 
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A^:out the beginning of the 7tli century the 
Telugu end Kanftve»« dwtricte of the 
Mftdras Preeidency, which once belonged 
to the Pellevw, wei-e nonexed, respectively, 
by the Eestem Chtilnky«8 of Vengi end the 
W^tem Chelukye* of Bsdemi. In spite of the 
repeHied of the PtilUviiH to have conquered 

the t'holM end Pendynn, no inwriptione of the 
former heve been found further eouth than 
Trichinopoly. It lias, therefore, to lie concluded 
that the PHlIava duminiotis in the 7th and 8th 
•centuries comptiaed only the Tondai'mnndHlHO) 
including the modei-n diKtricte of Chingleput, 
Koith and South Arcot and the fioutbern portion 
of Xelluto The Chinese pilgrim Hiiien Tsang 
caile this trset of country Ta>lo-pi-cha or r>ntvida 

_not Tondai-nadu or Tondai<tnani)alam ns it 

was known in Uter times. If thia is not due to 
mere evident, it may be that the Utter name had 
not yet been invented or at least had not become 
quite popular. Tondaiman, as the title of PalUva 
kings U believed to owe its origin to the fact 
that an ancient Ohola king had to i-euognize his 
offering by a Kaga woman from the twig of the 
Unidai or adondai plant tied round his waist by 
his raotlisr. He was accordingly known as the 
Tondaiman, and the province bestowed on him by 
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b)6 father was known in later timea oe the Totidai- 
»adu. But the meet ancient form of the name 
is 7'umdaka in the Vakkalen platee. Tmtdai- 
tnatidalam is found in a rock inacription of 
about A.D. 950 at Solapuram near Vellore. The 
later forms ai-e Toudu, T^uulirft ftnd To7idim. In 
Tamil litei-atuio, the ruler of Kanchi is called 7 'om> 
daitfwr-koH meaning ' king of the people of ToiiiIh),' 
or kome equivalent of that term. Until more 
•ancient forms of the name aie found, it ia not 
worth our white to 8|>eculate about the etvmology 
of the ten itorial term Tondai-nadu or about the 
hiatorioal conditions under which tlie naDie 
came into existence. 

At what euct date the Pallava sovereignty 
came to an end it is not at present possible to eay^ 
But NHndi\'arDian Pallavtunalla, mentioned above 
as having been defeated by tlie Chalukya Viki-a- 
maditya II., is believed to be the last king of 
the family, and he seems to have reigned for not 
less than 50 years. This may take us to the drd 
quai-ter of the 8tb ^ntury. 

The later histoi'y of the Pallavas has now to 
be noticetl. One branch of the family claiming 
some connection with the Ganges of Mysore 
occupied a considerable part of Tondai-nadu until 
the close of the 9tb century. These have been 



fallwl a*iigH-P»^lUvas in oifiei- to Hwtingttish them 
from th« other PnlUxTW. Tl»e fomer rI<o ch.imed 
de<K^nt fiom the MahabhanUn h**»-o A»vatth«man 
Av.a Wonged to the Hhenwivaja gotra. Five 
kings of the family si-e known, viz., Vijayn-Danti- 

eiknimavarmaii, Vijuyn-NKndirikramnvarman, 

Vlj’tyn-XiipitnngvikrHmavHJ'Tiuin, Vij»yn-K»im* 

pavikotmovannan nnd Vijaya-Apti'ajitavikrama- 
varuwn. Other kings, who^ t^i jtulge fi'om their 
namna, must have also Wlongwl to the same 
family sie: Vijaya*NHrHHlinhavikramavarman, 
Vijsya-Sknndasi^hyavikmnmvnvmnn nnd Vijaya- 
Isvamv'nrniaii. The history of the family 
has not yet Wen completely worked out and, 
therefore, it is not possible to atatr wkat relation- 
ahip the latter Isjre to t.h« former. The initial 
date of the earliest king Dmitivikramavsrmau 
takes ns roughly to A. D. 7<l(l, which nmy over¬ 
lap with the reign of Nandivnnnan PnllavamaUa. 
Nripatnngankraroo was apparently the most 
powei-fni of the family »a his inscriptions have 
been found over alarger extent of country than 
those of the rest. Aparajitavikrams was evi¬ 
dently the last member of the family. In the 
battle of Sripurambiya (Tiruppirambiyam near 
Kumbakonam) Apainjita defented the Pandya 
king Varaguna. The fonder was later on over 
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coinuby Uie C'lioU king Aditya and KU dotni* 
nioiis annexed by the CIioImh about the end of the 
9th centuiy A. D. The Wiwteni OunKHe of Gan- 
gavedi in the Myeore State and the Bunas were 
feudatories of the Qanga-Paltavas. The Banes 
Heetii to have been governing a considerable 
|>ortioD of the Nortii Aitsob district, north of the 
river PaUr. One of the chief towns, if not the 
capital, of the Bdnaa wiisTiruvallw) in the Oudi- 
yattun taluka of that district. A iiMiiiber of kings 
of this feudatory family are known. But we 
ai’e not. concerned with their hiet<^i*y just now. 
It is enough to remark that the OhuU king 
Paraiitaka 1., who reigned from A. 1). 9U7 to 
about 948, claims to have uprooted the B&tia.s and 
to have made over their territory to a Qanga 
feudatory of hie. 

Side by side with the Gunga-PsIlavHs there was 
another family which probably claimed deiteent 
from Nandivarioan FallavanalU and which ap* 
pears to have been reigning in a portion of 
Toiidai-nadu and of the Obola country. Danti- 
varma'Mabaraja of the Triplicane inscription ; 
Vaii'auiegen mentioned in the Nalaj^r'tprabau- 
dham as the king of the Tondaiyar; TcdlaiTerinda 
Natidippottaraiyan, whose inscriptions have been 
found in Conjeeveram and a few villages in the 
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Tanjore diati'ict; and. Nandip^ttaniiyar, who 
belonged to the Pallavatilakn family,ai’O the known 
namex of thin KerioH of Palttiva kingH. The laat 
muat have been a contemporary of the Gaiiga- 
Pallava Nripatiinga mentioned above. Futui'e 
reeeai't’h muat decide what political relatiunship 
the Oanga-Pallavaa bore to thia family. Dantiga, 
ruler of Kanchi, aubjiigated by tlie Raehtrakiita 
king Govinda IK. in or juat before A.D. 804, 
might have been either a Oanga*Pal lava or a 
regular descendant of Nandivarman Pallavamalla. 

The nainfM of another aeriea of Pallava kinga 
are furnished by the Amaravati pillar now pra- 
•erved in the Madi-as Muaeiim. Curiously enough, 
the inscription haa to be read from the bottom 
upwards instead of from the top downwarda. 
Seven kings are mentioned here, and their 
ancestry traced to Bh.tradvaja through Aavat- 
thaman and Droiia. Some of the names oecurnng 
in this ii^WTiptioD figure ainoug the ancestom 
of Nandivarman PallavamallH. The last of them, 
Simhavarrnan II., is reported to have gone to the 
mountain Sumeru in order to plant a pillar of 
victory. He then crossed the Bhagirathi (the 
Ganga rivei), the Godavari and Krishnaverna 
rivets, and leached the town of Dhanyaghata, t.e., 
Amaravati, in the modern Guntur district. There 
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he vieited the Buddbifit shrine nnd listened to a 
dieuoui-se on the Uw. The rest of the inscription 
is mutilated. The importance of thix record for 
Fallavs history is not apparent at present. But 
the alphabet in which it U engraved is not quite 
archaic. As the end ia lost, we have no means of 
aacartaining if it is an original document or a 
copy of .some older record. If it is the former, 
the kings must belong to a local family, which is 
mentioned nowhere else. 

It lias already been mentioned that the 
Cedetl Districts oiice formed part of the Pallava 
dominions. Soon after the disruption of the 
Pallava sovereignty, a Hoparate province, known 
as the Nolambavadi 32,000, came into exist¬ 
ence. It compriaetl the greater portion of the 
modern Bellary district and the northern and 
north-eastern parts of Mysore. The capital of the 
province was originally Homavati in the Ananta- 
pur district, called Penjeru or Henjeru in ancient 
times. The Nolambas claim to belong to the 
lavaravamaa and were descended from THnayans* 
Pallava, ruler of Kanchi, evidently identical with 
the king of the same name, who was defeated by 
the early Chalukya king Vijayaditya according 
to later tradition. In bis .Vy«or« Guzetteer^ Mr. Rice 
givea a short account of the Nolaniba kings. The 


« 




36 


earliest recni-dti of the family b«)oog to the 9th 
century A. D. At Oharraapuri in the Salem die* 
trict has been Found a Ktone inscription of 
Mahendradhiraja Nolaniba, who boaats of having 
dmtroje^l the Bana family. The Nolarobas also 
figure in Tamil reconla hk committing cattle raids 
during the Ganga>PMllava period. Two ineerihed 
etones found at Amhnr .ill the North Arcot dis¬ 
trict refer to such raids. A later recoi'd found 
near Vellore mentiouM a chief named Tribbu* 
vanndhira-Nulamba alia» Patlava-Murari. Ther« 
references show how far the influence of the 
Nolambaa extended beyond Nolambavadi. The 
Western Qanga Maiasinilin II. (A. D. 963*64 to 
974) hoaatK of having dmtroyed the Nolambas. 
The Chola king Rajarnja I. (A. D. 985 to at 
least 1013) also conquensl NuUmbapadi. Kampili 
in the Bellary district seems to have been the 
capital of this province during the period of rule 
of the ObaluhyMS of Kalyani. Bpigmpbical refer¬ 
ences may be adduced to show that the Pallavas 
continued in that part of the country and that 
they exercised some sort of power ae Ute as the 
13th century A. D. . 

Tlie Fallavas of theTaiiiil country aeetn to have 
taken service under the Cholas after the Ganga- 
Pallevas were conquered by Aditya about the end 




37 


■of the 9t.h cftntury A. D. K>tr'.in>ikitm*TondMiDiiin 
who, iMt'or-liiijB: to fclio poem KnliwjnUu. 

Pnratu, led the expo<lttion HgeinKt KalingA during 
the reign of Kulottung* I. (A. D. 1070 to aliout 
A. I). 1118), WHJ4 H PrtlUva Hod whk the 

lord of Vandal, /. e., Vandeltir in the Chinglepiit 
dietrict. Among the vetaMlri of ViknimH-Chola 
mentioned in the Vifn‘anw(-Chola7i’jda, the 
Tondaimaii figutee timt. In the war of Fandye 
Aiiucomion, which took place in the 12th century 
A. I)., the Tondaiman playetl a very impoidAOt 
pirt and waa tlie ally of Kulaaekhara, one of the 
chiimaiite. From the account of this war given 
in the SinghnIegA .Vfth/tmnua^ it appeara that 
the domiuiona of the Xondaimao bordered on the 
Pandya country. In a Tanjoi'e inacrlption be¬ 
longing to a later periml, the name Tondatmaii ie 
applied to a local chief named SamantaiiarayatiH, 
whogmnted to Brahmanaea pui*tion of the village 
of Kai-uuditUigiidi—the modern Karattattangudi. 
"Thue the name actually travelled from the Pallava 
tttto the Chola country. There ii^ bhei'efure. reaaon 
to aappoee that the Tondaiman of Pudukkottai 
who beara the title Pallava Raja, u deHoended from 
the PallavHK, who form the subject of tbia paper. 

In the Telugu country inscriptions have been 
found of local chiefs tracing their ancestry to the 
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king TrinayatiD-PHllata, whoM name 
figui*aa aometimefi ax Mukkanti-Kaduvetli. Thate 
chiefa claim to belong to the Bharadvnja gotra anr) 
to have the ball for their creat. They were alao lorda 
of Kanchipum and deruteea of the goddeas Kama- 
kot 3 raTnbika, t.e., ^e Kamakahi temple at Conjee* 
verant. Ineoriptioon of theae chiefa have been 
found in the Cuddapali, Kiirnool and Nellore 
duttricta and reftch doern to the I3th century. 
Thus, though the Pallax’as caeaMl to be the ruling 
power about the middle of the 8th century A. D., 
the memory of their dominion waa kept up in the 
Kanareee, Teliigu and Tamil couhtnea down to a 
Tory late period. 

I am afraid Home of you have come totheconclu* 
aion that this paper is much drier than yon liad 
expected and that it would he a very efficient 
aubatitiite for a sleeping draught. But having 
draped you so far, I cannot very well atop here. 
We have seen that there were diMcendants of the 
Pellavaa as late aa the 1.3th oentury .A. I>. As 
there ia no tradition preserved of their emigration 
—aay to Natal or to Mauritius or any other part 
of the world—it is our bumoesM to look round and 
see if there are any Paltavaa in onr niid.at beyond 
the royal family of Pudukkottai. The Pallavaa 
are believed to be identical with the Kurumbaa, 



of wli .m tUb Kuc*.nb.ti- .if tlm Tamil country an.l 
tlie Kuriibar of the Kanui-eHe HiHtcictK and of the 
Mysore SUte may b« taken as the living iepi-e- 
eentatives. The kings of the Vijaya„RgHr dy¬ 
nasty ai-e also snpixwed to have been Kui iibiw. On 
what authority the identitication of Kurulw or 
Kurumba with Pallava rests I am, however, not able 
to say. In one of the insc-riptions of the Tanjoie 
temple belonging to the 11th century, a certain 
Velan Adittan is called PiranUka-Pallavaraiyan, 
moaning “the chief of the Pallavas of Paran- 
taka." Sekkilar, the author of the Tamil 
Pgrtynpuniitam, was a VelUU by caste 
and got from his patron, the Chola king Ananapa, 
the title UtUmasola-Pallavaraiyan, meaning * the 

chief of the Pallavas of UtUinasola.' UtUmafiola 
and Pai-antoka are titles 6f Chola kings and 
the word Potfawo seems to bo used in both of tbeee 
titles w* an equivalent of miala, or Ui« caste of 
agnculturiste to which both of them belonged. In 
the Telugu country, too, eome of the Reddis, who 
lielonged to the fourth or cultivating caste, called 
themselves PoWtioodiJyo and PaUava-7'ritieira. 
Su-Walter Elliot has told lu that PalUvaraja is 
one of the thirty golras of the time Tamil-epeak- 
ing Vellalos of Madras, Tanjore and Arcot. It is 
htH-ne by. the Cliola Vellslas iuhahiting the valley 
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of the Kttveri in Tiuijore, who Uy claim to the Siiit 
I'nnk. . All thene facta taken to{{ether seem to- 
ahow tlMt there waa aome aoi't of coiiuectioit be* 
twet‘n the cultivating Cfutte and the Pallavaa in the 
Tamil an well aa in the Ti'lugu country. The avail* 
able evidence iit, however, hot sufficient to roi-iiiu* 
late the nature of thia connection. But it any 
tentattvely be auppoeed chat Mxne of the Pailavna 
settled down aa oultivatore aoon after all tmces 
of their sovereignty diaappMuvd. The other 
aectiona of the agricuUuial ulaas were probably 
proud of their attweiatioit and cuiiHideixl it an 
hotioiir to he looked upon aa PalUvaa. 

One word more and I have done. Gentlemen, 
plenae let me in con.'Inaion aKsume a r6)e diffei'ent- 
from that of the hiatoricai atudent. Tou have 
now before you the leading facta bearing on the- 
tM'igin, expniiMon and downfall of a tribe whom 
we have every reason to eonaider as foi-eignen. 
The deteila of the story are not yet complete, end, 
therefore, it ia not yet time to see if the history of 
the tribe can teacli ua any leA^on useful in the 
field of practical politids. But, proceeding on the 
available facts, we find a tribe from Peraia migiu- 
ting to Imiia and gradually working way 
down to Conjeeveram end further south as far as 
Trichinopoly. The tribe holds sway over the- 
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country for over 'five centuriea end eventually 
settlee down in the country. It gate »o completely 
welded with the other inhabitants that it requires 
Rome proof to convince us that the Pallavas are 
in our midet. 

Reflecting on the lesson to be learnt from Pal> 
lava history, I was led into the following train 
of thought. Whatever might have been the reli* 
gion of the PallavHS when they left Persia, they 
were quite ready to accept the creed of the coun- 
' try, whether Saiva or VaishnavH, Buddhist or 
Jaina whon they cnme to the south. It was 
evidently this circumstance that eventually led 
to their fusion and absorption with the indigenous 
tidbea. This is what has happened in the case of 
a people wlio weie quite ready to accommodate 
themselves to new religioits surroundings, Png* 
lish history furnishes another instance of the fu¬ 
sion of two peoples, namely, the English and the 
Normans, where the difliculty about religion did not 
arise. The Muhammadans have been in India 
for more than ten centuries, originally as oon- 
querora and subsequently as fellow-subjects. Not 
the slightest tendency has here displayed itself 
towards fusion. On the other band, religious 
difierence between the two races at. last continue 


as strong as ever if they have not become worse 

c; /i I 



’It is this fundAmenWH dmei-snoe oi reu(jwu niai- 
stood in the waj of fosion wid ooaleecence. Thtwe 
iwhotalk of the Indian nation K«ein to ignore 
this fitct. It is, I suppose, fondly hoped 'that time 
would settle all i-eligious differenraw. But 
history, a* I undw^Und it, teaches a different 
lesson. Differences of sect and creed in tlie same 
religious system may gnidually disappear. But 
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